The  Crowd in  Peace  and War

as a fighting force lies in its better organisation, its keener
spirit, its higher discipline, its completer unity, its greater
size. A mob is inferior in fighting power to a much smaller
body organised as a regiment. Hence the purpose of
battle is to turn the defeated army into a mob. Its struc-
ture is then destroyed, its resistance shattered. Thus,
writes Kinglake, "the mere killing and wounding, which
"occurs whilst a fight is still hanging in doubt, does not
"so alter the relative numbers of the combatants as in
"that way to govern the result. The use of the slaughter,
"which takes place at that time, lies mainly in the stress
"which it puts upon the minds of those who, themselves
"remaining unhurt, are nevertheless disturbed by the
"sight of what is befalling their comrades. In that way
"a command of the means necessary for inflicting death
"and wounds is one element of victory. But it is far
"from being the chief one, nor is it by perfectness of
"discipline, nor yet by contempt of life, that men can
"assure to themselves the mastery over their foes. More
"or less all these things are needed; but the truly govern-
"ing power is that ascendancy of the stronger over the
"weaker heart, which (because of the mystery of its origin)
"the churchmen were willing to ascribe to angels coming
"down from on high/'

A defeated army or nation is one which has descended
to a lower level of crowd-organisation than that of the
victor. The defeated may remain more numerous and
each individual of them as strong, healthy, and able as the
victorious units: all that is nothing. The combat is not
between units but between crowds, as a duel between men
is not a fight between the cells of which they are built but
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